Al Jerome

President & Chief Executive Officer, KCET

Al Jerome was named President and Chief Executive Officer of public television station KCET on February 1, 1996.  Jerome brought to KCET his three decades of commercial television experience and forged an entrepreneurial approach that has been the driving force behind KCET’s innovative initiatives throughout his thirteen year tenure. With Jerome at the helm, KCET has pursued production and new media strategies that tap into the rich and diverse cultural heritage of Southern and Central California to deliver compelling, quality content on-air and online to national and local audiences.  
Current national projects launched under his executive leadership include the four-time NAACP Award-winning Tavis Smiley, a co-production of KCET and TS Media, Inc. Sid the Science Kid, the first PBS KIDS® series to encourage science learning among preschoolers; KCEd™, a multiplatform early childhood education initiative that has produced the Peabody Award-winning PBS series A Place of Our Own and Los Niños en Su Casa, the first series dedicated to the unique needs of people who care for young children and unique for its distribution and outreach support strategies. KCEd’s next project is The Time To Care, a weekly television program and Web initiative that focuses on the growing challenge of eldercare. Also underway is the May 2009 KCET and BBC co-production of WWII Behind Closed Doors: Stalin, the Nazis and the West, an unprecedented six-hour series that tells the unknown story of Stalin’s backroom dealings – first with the Nazis and then with Roosevelt and Churchill – that breaks through the myths of the alliance between the Allies and the Soviet Union. 
Jerome has championed a strong commitment to regional, national and international news and information programming. Currently in its first season and already winner of two Golden Mike awards, SoCal Connected is a new hard-hitting multiplatform news program that examines the issues and people of Southern California. Each weeknight Tavis Smiley, which recently celebrated its 1,000th episode and just launched its sixth season on PBS, brings a smart hybrid of news, issues and entertainment to a national audience and features interviews with newsmakers, politicians, celebrities and everyday people. Jerome secured a distribution partnership with BBC World News that delivers to public television viewers news coverage with a truly global perspective, drawing from BBC’s unrivalled global newsgathering resource of 2,000 journalists and 70 international bureaus.  

Jerome has continued to build upon KCET’s past initiatives in a wide variety of programming genres. The award-winning Life & Times and California Connected provided the foundation for SoCal Connected and established KCET’s commitment to credible, high-quality regional programming. The local documentary California at War explored how World War II changed California – and how California changed the war. Under Jerome, KCET has continued to produce important full-length documentaries for PBS, including presidential biographies of Woodrow Wilson and Andrew Jackson, historical documentaries such as Chasing the Sun, as well as several co-productions with BBC: the Emmy®- and Peabody-Award winning series The Great War and the Shaping of the 20th Century, Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi State and How Art Made the World.  Jerome has also remained committed to quality entertainment programming that reflects the diversity of the communities served by KCET. Co-produced by KCET under Jerome’s leadership, the PBS series American Family starring Edward James Olmos, Constance Marie, Yancey Arias, Jesse Borrego, Patricia Velasquez, Kate del Castillo and Raquel Welch, was the first drama series ever to air on broadcast television featuring a Latino cast. PBS Hollywood Presents, the acclaimed drama initiative, brought to air several productions featuring some of Hollywood’s biggest names, including Cop Shop starring Richard Dreyfess, Blair Brown, Rosie Perez, Rita Moreno and Jay Thomas; The Gin Game starring Dick Van Dyke and Mary Tyler Moore; Copenhagen starring Stephen Rea, Francesca Annis and Daniel Craig and The Old Settler starring Debbie Allen and Phylicia Rashad. KCET’s children’s and educational productions for PBS have included School: The Story Of American Public Education, narrated by Academy Award® winner Meryl Streep; The First Year, a documentary about five beginning teachers in the Los Angeles public school system; Storytime, a series aimed at getting young children interested in stories and books; and Puzzle Place, a single comedy/drama storyline featuring a multiethnic cast of puppets who helped children learn about sharing, decision making, and other daily encounters in a child’s life. 

Jerome’s visionary leadership has transformed KCET into a multiplatform public broadcaster – including the redefinition and redesign of “production” into two separate-but-equal collaborative on-air and online divisions overseen by the chief content officer, the transition of KCET into an all-digital production and broadcast facility and the positioning of KCET as a strategic online partner and developer of engaging award-winning online content that both expands upon broadcast programming and delivers Web-exclusive multimedia experiences.
Under Jerome’s stewardship, KCET’s broadcast and online productions have won numerous awards. Broadcast awards include national and regional Emmy awards, prestigious George Foster Peabody and Alfred I. duPont-Columbia awards as well as awards celebrating diversity, including NAACP Image Awards and Imagen awards.  KCET’s New Media productions have won the prestigious Japan Prize and the George Foster Peabody Award as well as multiple ADDY and Communication Arts awards.
Before coming to KCET, Jerome had a successful career in commercial broadcasting.  His early experience was in sales and sales management at ABC and CBS.  In 1975, Jerome began a seventeen year association at NBC, which included a decade as President of the NBC Television Station Group, responsible for oversight of the company-owned affiliates in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Washington, Cleveland, Miami, and Denver, as well as NBC Spot Sales.  He also served as Vice-President and General Manager of WNBC-TV/New York.
In 1992, Jerome was recruited to be president and chief executive officer of SpectraVision, Inc., the hotel industry’s leading provider of pay-per-view entertainment and interactive television programming.

A New York native, Jerome is a graduate of Cornell University with an A. B. in History.  He also has earned a Masters of Business Administration from New York University.  He is married with three grown sons and two grandchildren.   

