ABOUT THE SPEAKERS:

Al Jerome ‘64 - President & Chief Executive Officer, KCET
Mr. Jerome was named president and chief executive officer of KCET in 1996, after more than 30 years of commercial television station and station group management experience.  KCET is the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) member station in Los Angeles, CA.  Mr. Jerome played baseball at Cornell.

Curtis Reis ‘56 - Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Alliance Bank
Curtis S. Reis has served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Alliance Bancshares California and its principal subsidiary, Alliance Bank, since 2001. From 1986, when he joined the Bank, Mr. Reis was the Bank's President and Chief Executive Officer. He has been a commercial banker for more than 45 years. Before starting Alliance Bank, Mr. Reis’ banking career spanned 24 years in senior executive positions with Bankers Trust Company in New York and Crocker Bank in Los Angeles. Mr. Reis has been a leader in the California Bankers’ Association, as a board member and member of its executive committee, director and past chair, as well as former chair of its State Government Relations Committee. He has also served as chair of the Domestic Lending Council of the bank industry trade group, Risk Management Association. Outside the world of banking, Mr. Reis is a Lifetime Trustee Emeritus of Cornell University, serves on the Cornell University Council, the College of Arts and Sciences Council, and on the Board of the Cornell Club of Los Angeles. Additionally, Mr. Reis was director of the Brotman Medical Center in Culver City, CA. Mr. Reis is a graduate of the Stonier Graduate School of Banking at Rutgers University, has done extensive post-graduate work at New York University and has a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Cornell University.  Additionally, the Reis family donated funds to build the Reis Tennis Center at Cornell.

Judy Walker - California Director for Share our Strength (www.strength.org)
You may have heard of this national organization through its many events such as Taste of the Nation.  Judy brings experience working on the ground floor of a national nonprofit – managing volunteers, producing events, developing community partners, fundraising, etc.  Share Our Strength is a national organization that works hard to make sure no kid in America grows up hungry.  The organization weaves together a net of community groups, activists and food programs to catch children at risk of hunger and surround them with nutritious food where they live, learn and play.  S.O.S. works with the culinary industry to create engaging, pioneering programs like Share Our Strength’s Taste of the Nation, Share Our Strength’s Great American Bake Sale, Share Our Strength’s A Tasteful Pursuit, Share Our Strength’s Great American Dine Out™, and Share Our Strength’s Operation Frontline.

