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K. Shelly Porges, Chair, Board of Directors, Count Me In for Women’s Economic Independence, is a recognized expert in marketing and strategy development with a significant track record in launching products, brands and companies, as well as in raising funds for a range of non-profit and political organizations.  Having recently exited her company, Global Payments Experts LLC, of which she was a co-founder and managing partner, she is now spends full time serving on a variety of boards.  Count Me In is the leading non-profit online provider of resources for women-owned businesses and the home of the Make Mine a Million $ Business ™ Program and Race.
Ms. Porges was a founding member of the President’s Council of Cornell Women, a former member of the Cornell University Council and the Entrepreneurship and Personal Enterprise Program Advisory Council and a former Class of ’74 officer. 
Ms. Porges’ career highlights include both corporate and entrepreneurial ventures.  She served a ten-year stint at American Express, culminating as executive head of marketing for American Express Canada, followed by three years as Senior Vice President of Retail Product Management for Bank of America, the bank’s chief retail marketing officer. Ms. Porges also held executive positions in a number of start-up ventures including Executive Vice President, New Business Initiatives for a precursor subsidiary of Wachovia Bank and Executive Vice President-Marketing for Third Age Media, the leading Internet portal site for baby boomers. She also served as Chief Marketing Officer of Scudder Weisel Capital LLC, a joint venture between Thomas Weisel Partners, at the time, the country’s fastest growing investment bank, and Zurich Scudder Investments, one of the largest asset managers in the world.  

Ms. Porges has served on both corporate boards, including Renaissance Holdings Corp. and Pueblo Corp. as well as non-profit boards, including the United Way of the Bay Area, the Financial Women’s Association of San Francisco, the Jewish Community Federation, the Business Leadership Council of AIPAC, the Business and Professional Women’s Council of the National Museum of Women in the Arts and Hillary Clinton’s Finance Committee. In 2004, she became the 49th president of the Financial Women’s Association and led it to record-breaking growth, more than tripling membership and financial support for the organization. In 1996, she was named the Financial Women’s Association Distinguished Member of the Year for launching the Financial Woman of the Year Event, which has raised over $1.25 million for women’s scholarships over the years.  She has been recognized for her volunteer leadership by both United Way and by being awarded one of only 40 fellowships by the Wexner Heritage Foundation in 1997.
Ms. Porges has been quoted in such publications as the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Fortune Magazine and the American Banker, as well as in a number of books.
Ms. Porges holds both a B.S. degree and an M.P.S. degree from Cornell University.  
Her proudest achievement is being the mother of Stephen, 22, and Ariel, 18.
